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John 6:1-21 

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd 

kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the 

mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was 

near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 

“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself 

knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough 

bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said 

to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so 

many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in 

the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he 

had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they 

wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so 

that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley 

loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that 

he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he 

withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the 

sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough 

because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw 

Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, 

“It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 

reached the land toward which they were going. 

 

Well, as we can see in our Gospel passage this morning, things seem to be going fairly 

well for Jesus and his growing band of followers.  As John remembered it, so far Jesus had been 

baptized by the other John, the Baptist, and that same John had taken the time to explain to 

everyone that he was not the Christ, that there was another who would baptize with more than 

just water.   

Water had been turned into wine in Cana.  That was impressive.  Nicodemus had been 

told that he must be born again.  That was confusing.  Jesus had encountered the Samaritan 

Woman at the well and promised her living water and told her that he was the Messiah who was 

to come.  
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Later in the day at the well, after the disciples had returned from their shopping trip to the 

nearby town, the Samaritan woman returned with people from her town.  Jesus looked out over 

the field filled with people as they came and encouraged the disciples to see something beyond 

the limits of their vision and past their plans of a future agricultural harvest trying to get them to 

realize that the field were already filled to the brim and ripe for a more profound harvest, a 

spiritual harvest. 

Along the way, Jesus had also healed the son of a local official and a crippled man at the 

Sheep’s Gate. 

Things were going pretty well.  He was being noticed and he was gaining followers.  But, as he 

did, He was also catching the attention of the Jewish leadership.  They were angry that he had 

healed on the Sabbath.  They confronted him, but He didn’t back down.  He took the opportunity 

to tell them about who he was and his relationship with his Father in heaven and explained, with 

frustration, how they had chosen a human path and invited them back onto the Godly one.  

And that brings us to our passage for this morning.  Jesus had moved on and was now in 

the countryside.  His followers had grown even more and now they had gathered in a field, 

hungry and tired.  And Jesus fed them.  He fed them all…Five thousand of them… with five 

loaves of bread and two fish.  It was truly miraculous.  All of them fed.  All of them satisfied.  

Left overs that were beyond what they started with.  And the people recognized it and they 

recognized him as, at the very least, a prophet sent by God.   

Things were going better then pretty well.  For the people, things were going great.  They 

were being healed.  They were being fed.  A new kind of harvest was at hand.  The time had 

come.  The time had come, they thought, for them to take action.  They would come together 

make their move and take him by force and make him King.  They would make him their king so 

they would continue to be served. 

You know, whenever we encounter this passage from John about the feeding of the five 

thousand we want to focus on the miracle.  I mean, I get it.  It is a big thing.  It is one of those 

events that I would like to visit, if I could travel back in time.  We want to embrace the work that 

was done for the people who were hungry; sheep without a shepherd, as we heard last week.  I 

get it.  And they got it.  Certainly, John and the writers of the other Gospels all got it.  So much 

so that this story was included in all their Gospels.  But John was unique.  He saw something else 

that the others didn’t mention.  Before heading into the walking on the water story, as the others 

immediately did, John added one simple line that gets lost between two miracles.   

I don’t know, maybe Jesus had pulled John aside as they walked and explained why they 

had to make such a quick exit from the scene.  Maybe John just remembered better.  But John 

included verse 15 in Chapter 6.  It says, “When Jesus realized that they were about to come and 

take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.” 
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We tend to treat that sentence like a conjunction that serves to simply connect two 

important other stories.  In a Hollywood movie it would be like the scene of cars racing down the 

interstate to signify travel between one part of the story to another.  But, I don’t think we can do 

that with this short verse.  John put it there to tell us something.  It is telling us about something 

that those people did, and it is telling us about something that we have been doing ever since. 

Listen to it again.  “…they were about to come and take him by force to make him 

king…” 

Fourteen words that speak to one of their greatest follies.  Sure, it is understandable, I 

suppose, but folly all the same.  You see, things were going really well…for them.  Miraculous 

healings, profound teachings, food for everyone.    

Finally, things were going their way and, because of that, it was time to take action.  

After all, they had plans.  They had plans for how things should be for them in the future they 

wanted.  They had work for their God to take care of.  Here was their chance.  It was time to take 

Jesus by force and make him king so that he might …serve… them!  And that had to be one of 

their greatest follies and it played a huge role in how so many, in the end, missed recognizing 

who Jesus really was and what he was calling them to. 

And, I hate to say it, but humanity has pretty much been doing the same things ever since.  

We want to take Jesus by force down our road.  Instead of faithfully turning to Jesus and asking 

him which way, we try to grab him by the scruff of the neck and demand of him our way.   

Don’t ask people to sacrifice for the sake of God’s mission.  Rather come Lord into our 

lives in order to serve our happiness, whatever we decide that might mean for us at this moment 

in human history.  And when we redefine happiness, we will just re-interpret Jesus and his 

message.  Do you see their folly? 

Don’t ask the church to stand with Christ with a deep, full love for the world that includes 

both an embrace for the downtrodden and broken-hearted as well as a challenging and 

empowering Truth that brings everyone to a path that actually expands our lives.  So often, so 

many, live by the phase “Come Lord Jesus”, but before moving forward we require Christ to 

check the box that indicates that he has read, and understands, the conditions and limitations 

upon which our participation depends.  Come Lord Jesus.  Make me happy.  Fix my problems.  

Take four loaves and two fish and throw a party. 

But here is the fact for all mankind.  Jesus has brought something amazing for the world.  

For those who are ill and unhappy he brings real healing, not just a patchwork of cosmetic 

surgeries or clouded distractions that take us further and further away from the way God made us 

and the gift that he intends for his world through us.   

For those who feel unloved, or disconnected, or insecure, he brings a deeper 

understanding of a love that comes from God.  A love that is not contingent on the clothes we 
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wear or our hairstyle or our bank accounts or even us doing everything perfectly all the time.  It 

is a love that comes to us not because of who we are, but simply because we are. 

For those who feel disempowered, Jesus showed real power.  He shows us that ultimate 

power, the most amazing example of power to ever impact the world, one that even defeated 

death itself, comes through obedience and submission to God’s will instead of ours. 

And for those who feel that any and all truth is relative and subjective to an individual’s 

circumstances and experiences, Jesus teaches us that real Truth, Truth that applies to all people 

and in all circumstances for all time, resides in him.  It is the way, the truth, and the life that 

leads us back to God and, then through that, back to our true selves. 

We have been put into God’s creation with a path to follow.  It is a path full of health, 

love, power, and truth.  It is a path to a life that is full of the amazing, like maybe walking on 

water.  It is hard to imagine why we would want any other. 

Amen 

 

 


